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Current Position
Associate Professor, Dept. of Agricultural Economics, Mississippi State University, 2026−

Education
Ph.D. Agricultural Economics, Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN, 2017

Dissertation: "Productivity in the US: The Economic Consequences of Regional Agglomeration
and Immigration Policy"
Outstanding Ph.D. Dissertation Award for 2017, Agricultural Economics, Purdue University
Committee: Drs. (Raymond Florx) Michael Delgado, Jan Rouwendal, Gerald Shively, and Brigitte Waldorf

M.A. Mathematics, The State University of New York at Buffalo, Buffalo, NY, 2012

Project: "A study on Multiquadric Radial Basis Functions for Interpolation"
Advisor: Dr. Jung, Jae-Hun

M.A. Agricultural Economics and Rural Development, Seoul National University, Seoul, Korea, 2008

Thesis: "Impact of Housing Policies on Housing Demand and Income Distribution Using CGE Model"
Advisor: Dr. Kim, Euijune

B.S. Urban Planning and Engineering, Yonsei University, Seoul, Korea, 2005

Employment

August 2026 - Present Associate Professor, Department of Agricultural Economics
Mississippi State University

November 2019 - July 2026 Assistant Professor, Department of Agricultural Economics
Mississippi State University
Appointment: 60% Research, 40% Teaching

September 2018 - October 2019 Visiting Scholar, Department of Agricultural Economics
Mississippi State University

October 2017 - August 2018 Postdoctoral Research Associate (Supervisor: Dr. Rebecca C. Smith)
Department of Agricultural Economics, Mississippi State University

Summer 2013 - Summer 2017 Research Assistant (Director: Dr. Lionel J. (Bo) Beaulieu)
Purdue Center for Regional Development, Purdue University

Fall 2010 - Spring 2012 Teaching Assistant, Department of Mathematics
The State University of New York at Buffalo

April 2008 - June 2009 Researcher
Korean Peninsula & East Asia Research Center

http://www.msstate.edu/
mailto:ayoung.kim@msstate.edu
https://akim0402.github.io/
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Korea Research Institute for Human Settlements, Anyang, Korea

Summer 2006 - April 2008 Research Assistant, Spatial Economics Laboratory
Seoul National University, Seoul, Korea

Spring 2005 - Spring 2006 Research Assistant, Urban Planning and Development Laboratory
Yonsei University, Seoul, Korea

Research Interests
Regional Economics, Labor and Population Economics, Rural/Community Economic Development,
Applied Econometrics, Spatial/Regional Data Analysis, and Policy Evaluation

Publications
Peer-reviewed Journal Articles (g graduate student co-author)

19. Boyce, M.g, A. Kim, R.C. Smith, and J.J. Green, 2026, Financial Literacy and Community Development:
Exploring Urban-Rural Gaps in the United States, Community Development, 1-14,
https://doi.org/10.1080/15575330.2026.2687055.

18. Kim, A., J.J. Green, C. Johnson Gaither, and G.R. Dobbs, 2026, Analyzing Heirs’ Property Prevalence and
Spillover Effects in the U.S. using Spatial Econometric Analysis, Agricultural and Resource Economics Review,
54(3): 596-616, https://doi.org/10.1017/age.2025.10016.

17. Kim, E., S. Kim, and A. Kim, 2025, The Evolution of Regional Analysis Methodologies: Space, Time, and
Artificial Intelligence (지역분석 방법론의 진화: 공간, 시간, 그리고 인공지능), Journal of the Korean Regional
Science Association (지역연구), 41(4): 125-152,
https://doi.org/10.22669/krsa.2025.41.4.0125. (in Korean)

16. Davis, W. and A. Kim, 2025, Identifying Factors Associated with Self-Reported Adult Telehealth Utilization:
Evidence from Mississippi, Telemedicine and e-Health, 31(8), https://doi.org/10.1089/tmj.2025.0015.

15. Tiwari, M.g, C. Sun, D.L. Grebner, A. Kim, and T.E. McConnell, 2025, Dividing Heir Property on Forestland:
Physically in Kind or Financially by Sale?, Forest Science, https://doi.org/10.1007/s44391-025-00017-9.

14. Tiwari, M.g, C. Sun, D.L. Grebner, A. Kim, and E. McConnell, 2025, Partition Actions on Forestland Owned
as Heir Property and the Determinants of Court Decisions, Forest Policy and Economics, 170,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.forpol.2024.103392.

13. W. Davis, J. Jones, E. Canales, A. Kim, and D. Buys, 2025, Online Grocery Purchasing in Mississippi:
Associations with Broadband, Rurality, and Household Characteristics, Frontiers in Nutrition-Food Policy
and Economics, 11, https://doi.org/10.3389/fnut.2024.1472622.

12. Kim, A. and B. Waldorf, 2024, Unpacking the Gender Wage Gap in the US: The Impact of Rurality, Age,
and Occupation, Journal of the Agricultural and Applied Economics Association, 3(4): 706-723,
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jaa2.143.
(Featured in AAEA Press Release, https://search.app/c4zAjShaW3Y5qAUD7; MAFES Magazine, Missis-
sippi State University)

11. Giscombe, S.g, E. Canales, G.W. Davis, A. Kim, and D.R. Buys, 2024, Consumption of Fruits and Vegetables
and the Role of the Food Environment, Journal of Food Distribution Research, 55(2): 23-45.

10. Kim, E. and A. Kim, and K. Nam, 2024, Impacts of Demand and Supply-side Interventions on South
Korea’s Housing Markets: a Dynamic Housing-CGE Analysis, Annals of Regional Science, 73: 397-429,
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00168-024-01274-1.

9. Kim, A., J. Lim, and A. Collettag, 2023, How Regional Economic Structure Matters in the Era of COVID-19:
Resilience Capacity of U.S. states, Annals of Regional Science, 70(1): 159-185, https://doi.org/10.1007/s00168-
022-01134-w.

https://doi.org/10.1080/15575330.2026.2687055
https://doi.org/10.1017/age.2025.10016
https://doi.org/10.22669/krsa.2025.41.4.0125
https://doi.org/10.1089/tmj.2025.0015
https://doi.org/10.1007/s44391-025-00017-9
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.forpol.2024.103392
https://doi.org/10.3389/fnut.2024.1472622
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jaa2.143 
https://search.app/c4zAjShaW3Y5qAUD7
https://www.fdrsinc.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/JFDR55.2_2_Giscombe.pdf
https://www.fdrsinc.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/JFDR55.2_2_Giscombe.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00168-024-01274-1
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00168-022-01134-w
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00168-022-01134-w
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8. Yun, S.D. and A. Kim, 2022, Economic Impact of Natural Disasters: A Myth or Mismeasurement?, Applied
Economics Letters, 29(10), https://doi.org/10.1080/13504851.2021.1896667.

7. Kim, A., B.S. Waldorf, and N.T. Duncan, 2021, U.S. Immigration Policy and Brain Waste, Annals of Regional
Science, 66(2): 209-236, https://doi.org/10.1007/s00168-020-01017-y.

6. Kumar, I., A. Zhalnin, A. Kim, and L.J. Beaulieu, 2017, Transportation and Logistics Cluster Competitive
Advantage in U.S. Regions: A Cross-Sectional and Spatio-Temporal Analysis, Research in Transportation
Economics, 61:25-36, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.retrec.2016.07.028.

5. Kim, E., B.H.S. Kim, and A. Kim, 2011, Regional Potential Outputs and Outputs Gaps in Korea, Studies in
Regional Science, 41(2): 407-418.

4. Kim, A., S.D. Yun, and E. Kim, 2008, Analysis of Manufacturing Productivities of an Integrated Economic
Region in Korea Using a Spatial Spillover Effect Model of Production Costs (광역경제권 설정 대안에 따른
제조업 생산성 비교분석: 비용함수-누적공간효과모형의 적용), The Korean Spatial Review (국토연구), 59: 23-38.
(in Korean)

3. Kim, A. and E. Kim, 2007, Productivity Analysis of the Manufacturing Industries in the Seoul Metropolitan
Area and its Adjacent Province (수도권및인접지역의제조업생산성비교분석), Journal of the Korean Regional
Science Association (지역연구), 23(2): 53-83. (in Korean)

2. Choi, M.S., A. Kim, and E. Kim, 2007, The Spatial Economic Spillover Effects of Road Stock Using a
Production Function for the Manufacturing Industry (도로시설의 공간적 경제누출효과 : 제조업 생산함수
를 이용하여, Journal of the Korean Regional Development Association (한국지역개발학회지), 19(4): 139-150. (in
Korean)

1. Choi, M.S., D.H. Lee, and A. Kim, 2007, The Effects of Regional Economic Integration-Agglomeration
Effects of the Manufacturing Industry in the North-West of Gyeonggi Province (지역의 경제적 통합효과-
경기도 서북부 제조업의 집적경제 효과를 기준으로), Journal of Economic Studies (경제연구), 25(4): 183-203. (in
Korean)

Book Chapters
4. Kim, E., A. Kim, and I. Moon, 2022, Government Intervention in Real Estate Market: Is Tax Reform Effec-

tive in Seoul Housing Market?, In Theory and History in Regional Perspective, edited by M. Kawano, K.
Kourtit, P. Nijkamp, and Y Higano, New Frontiers in Regional Science: Asian Perspectives, Vol. 56: 221-243,
Springer, Singapore. doi.org/10.1007/978-981-16-6695-7_12.

3. Kim, A. and B.S. Waldorf, 2021, Retirement, Relocation, and Residential Choices, In Labor Market, Migration,
and Mobility, edited by W. Cochrane, M.P. Cameron, and O. Alimi, New Frontiers in Regional Science:
Asian Perspectives, Vol. 45: 181-196, Springer, Singapore. doi.org/10.1007/978-981-15-9275-1_8.

2. Kim, A. and B.S. Waldorf, 2019, Baby Boomers’ Paths into Retirement, In Population, Place, and Spatial
Interaction, edited by R. Franklin, New Frontiers in Regional Science: Asian Perspectives, Vol. 40: 225-247,
Springer, Singapore. doi.org/10.1007/978-981-13-9231-3_12.

1. Kim, A. and E. Kim, 2016, Spatial Agglomeration and Firm Performance in Korean Manufacturing Industry,
2012, In Quantitative Regional Economic Environmental Analysis for Sustainability in Korea, edited by E.
Kim and B.H.S. Kim, New Frontiers in Regional Science: Asian Perspectives, Vol. 25: 89-104, Springer
Science+Business Media, Singapore. doi.org/10.1007/978-981-10-0300-4_5.

Other Publications (g graduate student co-author)
11. Abukari, H.g, K. Kim, A. Kim, Brian Mills, and Steven Martin, 2026, Mississippi Agricultural Land Market:

Recent Transaction Trends, Mississippi State University Extension Service #P4174 (POD-2-26)
Available at: https : //extension.msstate.edu/sites/de f ault/ f iles/document/2026 − 02/P4174web.pd f .

10. Regmi, S.g, A. Kim, and D. Mills, 2024, Exploring Broadband Adoption in Mississippi, Mississippi State
University Extension Service #P4036 (POD-9-24)
Available at: https : //extension.msstate.edu/sites/de f ault/ f iles/publications/P4036web.pd f .

https://doi.org/10.1080/13504851.2021.1896667
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00168-020-01017-y
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.retrec.2016.07.028
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-16-6695-7_12
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-15-9275-1_8
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-13-9231-3_12
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-10-0300-4_5
https://extension.msstate.edu/sites/default/files/document/2026-02/P4174_web.pdf
https://extension.msstate.edu/sites/default/files/publications/P4036_web.pdf
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9. Kim, A. and D. Mills, 2024, Demographic Dynamics in Mississippi: Transition to an Aging Society, Missis-
sippi State University Extension Service #P4000 (POD-05-24)
Available at: https : //extension.msstate.edu/publications/demographic− dynamics−mississippi− transition−
aging − society.

8. Browne, J.g, A. Kim, S.D. Yun, and B. Posadas, 2023, Economic Impacts of Bacterial Beach Closures on
Mississippi Gulf Coast, Mississippi State University Extension Service #P3949 (POD-11-23)
Available at: https : //extension.msstate.edu/sites/de f ault/ f iles/publications/P3949web.pd f .

7. Boyce, M.g, A. Kim, R.C. Smith, and A. Barefield, 2023, Examining Gaps in Economic Well-Being in Mis-
sissippi, Mississippi State University Extension Service #P3912 (POD-07-23)
Available at: https : //extension.msstate.edu/sites/de f ault/ f iles/publications/P3912web.pd f .

6. Dawadi, S.g, A. Kim, and A. Barefield, 2023, Business Employment by Age and Size of Firms in Mississippi,
Mississippi State University Extension Service #P3868 (POD-06-23)
Available at: https : //extension.msstate.edu/sites/de f ault/ f iles/publications/P3868web.pd f .

5. Kim, A. and B.S. Waldorf, 2023, The Index of Relative Rurality (IRR): US County Data for 2020, Version
1.0.0 [Data set], Zenodo, doi : 10.5281/zenodo.7675745.

4. Meadowcroft, D., A. Kim, A. Barefield, and J. Barnes, 2021, The State of Broadband Access in Mississippi,
Mississippi State University Extension Service #3653 (POD-7-21)
Available at: https : //extension.msstate.edu/sites/de f ault/ f iles/publications/P3653web.pd f .

3. Kim, A. and R.C. Smith, 2018, Economic Well-Being and Poverty Profiles: State of Mississippi and 82

Counties, Mississippi State University Extension Service #P3267-1 to #P3267-83.
Available at: extension.msstate.edu/publications/publications.

2. Waldorf, B.S. and A. Kim, 2018, The Index of Relative Rurality (IRR): US County Data for 2000 and 2010,
Version 1.0 [Data set], Purdue University Research Repository, doi : 10.4231/R7959FS8.

1. Waldorf, B.S. and A. Kim, 2015, Defining and Measuring Rurality in the US: From Typologies to Contin-
uous Indices, Commissioned Paper for the Workshop on Rationalizing Rural Classifications, April, National
Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, Washington, DC.

Grants and Contracts
Current

Building Resilience for Oysters, Blue Crabs, and Spotted Seatrout to Environmental Trends and Variability
in the Gulf of Mexico II, J. J. Lehrter (PI), R. Baker, B. Dzwonkowski, L. Kalin, A. Kim, Z. Liu, D. Petro-
lia, J. Plumlee, S. Powers, D. Tian, and S. Yun, NOAA-RESTORE (5-year renewal), $3,320,337 ($332,033 to
MSU/Department), May. 1, 2026−April 30, 2031.

Completed
4. The Racial Wealth Gap, Persistent Poverty and Heirs’ Property: Analysis, Connections, and Solutions, J.J.

Green (PI), C. Johnson Gaither, A. Harri, A. Kim, R.C. Smith, and R. Zabawa, USDA-National Institute of
Food and Agriculture (NIFA) Agriculture and Food Research Initiative (AFRI), $499,997, 2021−2025.

3. Resilient Biomass-Combined Heat and Power Systems for Rural Communities, M. Marufuzzaman (PI), H.
Cho, V.G. Gude, A. Kim, M.L. Tagert, and S.D. Yun, USDA-National Institute of Food and Agriculture
(NIFA) Agriculture and Food Research Initiative (AFRI), $1,000,000, 2020−2025.

2. Building Resilience for Oysters, Blue Crabs, and Spotted Seatrout to Environmental Trends and Variability
in the Gulf of Mexico I, J. Lehrter (PI), R. Baker, J. Cebrian, B. Dzwonkowski, L. Kalin, L. Lowe, D. Petrolia,
S. Powers, D. Tian, and S. Yun, NOAA-RESTORE, $2,887,250, Sept. 1, 2019−Aug. 31, 2025: Conducting
research on Regional Economic Impact of Beach Closure on Mississippi Coastal Counties (Jun. 2024−Aug.
2024).

1. Coming Together for Racial Understanding (Contracted with Southern Rural Development Center, $5, 000,
Sept. 2022−June 2023): Collecting data state/county data and developing profile templates.

https://extension.msstate.edu/publications/demographic-dynamics-mississippi-transition-aging-society
https://extension.msstate.edu/publications/demographic-dynamics-mississippi-transition-aging-society
https://extension.msstate.edu/sites/default/files/publications/P3949_web.pdf
https://extension.msstate.edu/sites/default/files/publications/P3912_web.pdf
https://extension.msstate.edu/sites/default/files/publications/P3868_web.pdf
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7675745
https://extension.msstate.edu/sites/default/files/publications/P3653_web.pdf
https://extension.msstate.edu/publications/publications
https://doi.org/10.4231/R7959FS8


Ayoung Kim v

Research Development
Research group participated:

- Food and Agriculture Collaboratory for Transforming Supply (FACTS),
Mississippi State University, 2022−

Professional development workshops/seminars on research attended:
- Driving Grant Funding through the Diversity & Inclusion Imperative

Office of Research & Economic Development (ORED), Mississippi State University (Oct. 24, 2023)
- Demonstrating Research Impact through Outreach and Engagement, ORED,

Mississippi State University (Oct. 10, 2023)
- Future of Workforce Training and Professional Development Symposium, ORED,

Mississippi State University (Dec. 1, 2022)
- Evidence-Based Policymaking for Applied Economists Workshop, AAEA (Oct. 1 and 8, 2021)
- General Data Sources: Where to find them, ORED, Mississippi State University (Nov. 18, 2021)
- Getting Your Research Started, New Faculty Training, ORED,

Mississippi State University (Aug. 14, 2020)

Certificates:
- EcoMod Modeling School (Bangkok, Thailand, Jan. 14-18, 2009)

Completed ”Practical General Equilibrium Modeling with GAMS” Course
- Korea National Technical Qualification Certificate of Engineer Urban Planning (Aug. 2004)

Invited Lectures and Seminar (* speaker/lecturer)

13. Kim, A.*, Synthetic Control Method: Concept, Inference, and Application for Regional Analysis, (Virtual)
Lecture, Seoul National University (South Korea), Sept. 15, 2026

12. Kim, A.*, Applied Economics Analysis: Overview, Components, and Applications, (Virtual) Seminar, Urban
Research Division-Advanced research method group, The Korea Research Institute for Human Settlements
(South Korea), Jan. 14, 2025

11. Kim, A.* and B. Waldorf, The Impact of Rurality, Age, and Occupation on the Gender Wage Gap in the
US, (Virtual) Seminar, Application in spatial theory and empirical analysis, Integrated Program in Regional
Studies and Spatial Analytics, Seoul National University (South Korea), Sept. 19, 2022

10. Kim, A.* and B. Waldorf, A New Look at the Gender Wage Gap, Departmental Graduate (Virtual) Seminar,
Resource Economics and Management, West Virginia University, Nov. 17, 2021

9. Kim, A.*, Spatial Econometrics: Theory and Applications, part 1. The Basics, (Virtual) Lecture for 16th
Regional Analysis Summer Academy, Seoul National University (South Korea), Aug. 17, 2021

8. Kim, A.*, J. Lim, and A. Colletta, Winners and Losers from COVID-19 Outbreak in the US: How Regional
Economic Structure Matters?, Departmental (Virtual) Seminar, Dept. of Agricultural Economics and Rural
Development, Seoul National University (South Korea), Nov. 12, 2020

7. Kim, E.* and A. Kim, Does Government Intervention Work in Seoul Housing Market?, (Virtual) Seminar,
Regional Economics Applications Laboratory, The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Aug. 21,
2020

6. Kim, A.*, Spatial Economic Models: Introduction of Spatial Econometrics, (Virtual) Lecture for Dept. of
Agricultural Economics and Rural Development, Seoul National University (South Korea), June 1 & 5, 2020

5. Kim, A.*, Spatial Agglomeration and Firm Performance: Research Findings and Implications for Missis-
sippi, Departmental seminar, Department of Agricultural Economics, Mississippi State University, Oct. 25,
2019

4. Kim, A.*, Guest Lecture for AEC 4223, Applied Quantitative Analysis in Agricultural Economics, Dept. of
Agricultural Economics, Mississippi State University, Apr. 2, 2019
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3. Kim, A.*, Productivity in the US: the economic consequences of regional agglomeration and immigration
policy, Departmental seminar, Department of Agricultural Economics, Mississippi State University, Oct. 19,
2018

2. Kim, A.*, M.S. Delgado, and R.J.G.M Florax, A Quasi-experimental Approach to Measuring Industrial
Agglomeration and Regional Productivity in U.S. Metropolitan Areas, Departmental seminar, Dept. of
Agricultural Economics and Rural Development, Seoul National University, Seoul, South Korea, June 2016

1. Kim, A.* Guest Lecture for AGEC 65100, Econometrics II, Purdue University, Feb. 20, 2015

Conference Presentations and Posters
Go to the List of Presentations

Teaching Interests
Regional Economics, Rural/Community Development, Spatial/Regional Data Analysis,
Quantitative Economic Methods, Econometrics, Economic Impact Analysis

Teaching
Course taught at Mississippi State University

* % of respondents who answered "agree" or "strongly agree" to a class evaluation question, "Overall, I
would recommend this instructor to other students if they wanted to learn this subject."

AEC 4623 for undergraduate, Global Marketing of Agricultural Products

Students in class Med Score (Avg.) Recommend* # Respondents
Spring 2020 56 (4.2/5.0) 29

Spring 2021 33 (4.5/5.0) 15

Spring 2022 39 4.0/4.0 94.8% 19

Spring 2023 37 3.0/4.0 90.9% 34

Spring 2024 41 4.0/4.0 76.92% 39

Spring 2025 39 3.0/4.0 95% 19

Spring 2026 55 4.0/4.0 100% 33

AEC 6623 for MABM, 100% Online, Global Marketing of Agricultural Products

Students in class Avg./Med Score Recommend* # Respondents
Spring 2020 7 (4.8/5.0) 7

Spring 2021 7 (5.0/5.0) 3

Spring 2022 23 4.0/4.0 100% 5

Spring 2023 8 4.0/4.0 100% 5

Spring 2024 5 3.0/4.0 100% 1

Spring 2025 4 4.0/4.0 100% 3

Spring 2026 -

AEC 8123 for graduate, Analysis of Agricultural Markets

Students in class Avg./Med Score Recommend* # Respondents
Spring 2021 4 (4.8/5.0) 4

Spring 2022 8 4.0/4.0 100% 3

Spring 2023 3 4.0/4.0 100% 3

Spring 2024 4 4.0/4.0 100% 4

Spring 2025 7 4.0/4.0 100% 6

Spring 2026 7 4.0/4.0 100% 5

AEC 4000 for undergraduate, Directed Individual Study
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Teaching Development

Certificates:
- Online Teaching Certification, CTL 101: Best Practices in Online Instruction

The Center for Teaching and Learning, Mississippi State University (Sep. 30−Oct. 27, 2019)

Professional development workshops and training sessions on teaching attended:
- Discussion on using Generative AI in the classroom

The Center for Teaching and Learning, Mississippi State University (Oct. 25, 2023)
- Benefits and Pitfalls of Writing to Learn Luncheon and Panel Discussion

The Center for Teaching and Learning, Mississippi State University (Sep. 21, 2022)
- New Faculty Teaching Academy

The Center for Teaching and Learning, Mississippi State University (Aug. 3−12, 2020)

Advising
Major Professor

Hudu Abukari, M.S. in Ag Economics (Summer 2026, Co-advising with Dr. Kevin Kim)
Ph.D. student at The University of Kansas, Fall 2026−
Master Thesis: Agricultural Land Value and Institutional Investors (Committee: Drs. Brian Mills and
Steven Martin)

Caren Mwange, M.S. in Ag Economics (Summer 2025, Co-advising with Dr. Brenna Jungers)
Ph.D. student at Michigan State University, Fall 2025−
Master Thesis: Regional Economic Resilience from Hurricanes (Committee: Drs. Daniel Petrolia and
Katherine Wright)

Sabina Regmi, M.S. in Agricultural Economics (Summer 2024)
Ph.D. student at Colorado State University, Fall 2024−
Master Thesis: Meta-analysis of Consumers’ willingness to pay for broadband (Committee: Drs. John
Green, Devon Mills)

Jessica Browne, M.S. in Agricultural Economics (Summer 2023, Co-advising with Dr. Seong Yun)
Business process analyst, Ingalls Shipbuilding Corporation

Master Thesis: Regional Economic Impacts of Enterococcus-Related Beach Closures in Mississippi (Com-
mittee: Drs. Daniel Petrolia, Melissa Partyka)

Sabin Dawadi, M.S. in Agricultural Economics (Summer 2023)
Ph.D. Student at Oregon State University, Fall 2024−
Master Thesis: What Makes Firms Survive Longer? A Survival Analysis using Hazard Function for
Mississippi Establishments (Committee: Drs. Elizabeth Canales, Will Davis)

Mckenzie Boyce (Carvalho), M.S. in Agricultural Economics (Summer 2022)
Assistant Professor, Agricultural Economics, Oklahoma State University, Jan. 2026 −
Ph.D., University of Wisconsin-Madison, 2026

Master Thesis: U.S. financial literacy: Does urban-rural residency matter? (Committee: Drs. Ardian
Harri, Rebecca C. Smith, Steven C. Turner)
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Thesis Committee Member
Basile Tomeho, M.S. in Agricultural Economics (Expected Summer 2027)

Master Thesis: Heirs’ property

Logan Mattingly, M.S. in Agricultural Economics (Summer 2026)
Master Thesis: Uncovering Latent Dimensions of Nutritious Food Access in the U.S.: An Area-Level
Food Environment Measurement Framework

Adam Nathan, M.S. in Agricultural Economics (Summer 2025)
Master Thesis: Effects and Associations of Dollar Stores on Community Health Factors

Mahesh Tiwari, M.S. in Forestry (Fall 2023)
Master Thesis: Heirs’ Property Disputes in Forestlands, Partition Actions and the Determinants of Court
Verdicts

Noel Irwin, M.S. in Agricultural Economics (Summer 2022)
Master Thesis: The Impacts of the COVID-19 Pandemic on the Food Security of Mississippians

Shannon Giscombe, M.S. in Agricultural Economics (Summer 2022)
Extension Associate, Sherman Lewis School of Agriculture and Applied Sciences, Langston University

Master Thesis: Consumption of Fruits and Vegetables in the Mississippi Delta and the Role of the Food
Environment

Service to Profession
Professional Service

Professional Associations:
Agricultural & Applied Economics Association (AAEA), 2017−
Southern Agricultural Economics Association (SAEA), 2020−
Regional Science Association International (RSAI), 2007−
North Regional Science Council (NARSC), 2014−
Southern Regional Science Association (SRSA), 2023−
Korean Regional Science Association (KRSA), 2019−

Other Services:
Leadership team: Community and Regional Economics Network (CRENET), AAEA, 2023−2026

President: Hatch Project NE 2249 (Sustainable and Inclusive Rural Economic Development to
Enhance Housing, Health, Entrepreneurship, and Equity), 2022−2023

Abstract Reviewer: Rural/Community Development, AAEA, 2020−2026

Secretary/President-elect: Hatch Project NE 1749 (Enhancing Rural Economic Opportunities,
Community Resilience, and Entrepreneurship), 2021−2022

Abstract Reviewer: Research Methods/Econometrics/Statistics, AAEA, 2020−2022

Selected Presentation Topic Leader: Research Methods/Econometrics/Statistics, AAEA, 2020−2022

Reviewer for student-led paper competition, NARSC, 2021

Editorships:
Annals of Regional Science, Editorial Board, Aug. 2026−
(Official Journal of the Western Regional Science Association)
Reaching Regions, Editorial Board, Jan. 2024−
(Outreach journal of the North American Regional Science Council)
Annals of Regional Science, Editorial Assistant (Editor: E. Kim), 2006−2008

Journal Reviewer:
Agricultural Economics, Applied Economic Perspective Policy, Agricultural and Resource Economics Review,
Annals of Regional Science, Journal of Regional Science, International Journal of Urban Sciences, and others

External Evaluator:
Korea Rural Economic Institute, Korea, Annual Research Reports Evaluation, November, 2023−2025



Ayoung Kim ix

Local Conference Organizing Committee:
8th Annual Midwest Graduate Student Summit on Applied Economics, Regional and Urban Studies, 2015

Staff and Referee:
National Mathematics Competition, Buffalo Chapter, 2010, 2011, 2012

Regional Analysis Summer Academy, Seoul National University, South Korea, 2006, 2007

College/University Service
Scholarship Committee, College of Agriculture and Life Science, Fall 2025−
Voluntary Judge for Graduate Research Symposium, Every Fall 2021−2024

Voluntary Judge for Graduate Research Symposium, Spring, 2024

Voluntary Evaluator for Undergraduate Research Showcase (Category: Social Sciences), Summer 2023

Departmental Service
MABM Admission Committee, Spring 2026−
Scholarship Committee, Spring 2022−Spring 2025

Alumni/MAEA Committee, Fall 2022−Spring 2025

Search Committee for DREC, Dept. of Agricultural Economics, Mississippi State University, Fall 2021

Search Committee for SRDC Director, Dept. of Agricultural Economics, Mississippi State University, Fall
2020

Others
Outside reviewer and discussant on students’ presentations, LA 4754 (LA Design V - Regional Design,
Instructor: Dr. Samin Han): Save the Mississippi Coast & Coastal Communities: Regional Design & Design
Activism for the Better Future, Department of Landscape Architecture, Mississippi State University, Nov. 30,
2022

Awards
MAFES Multistate Project Travel Awards, Mississippi State University, 2024

NE 2249 Annual Multistate Meeting at Washington D.C., $1,900

MAFES Multistate Project Travel Awards, Mississippi State University, 2023

NE 2249 Annual Multistate Meeting at Savannah, GA, $1,500

Outstanding Ph.D. Dissertation Award, Agricultural Economics, Purdue University, 2017

Dissertation Title: "Productivity in the US: The Economic Consequences of Regional Agglomeration and
Immigration Policy" (Advisor: Dr. Michael Delgado)

People’s Choice Award, The Snyder Lecture Poster Competition
Agricultural Economics, Purdue University, 2016

Poster Title: "U.S. Immigration Policy and Brain Waste" (Co-author: B.S. Waldorf)

The Best Paper of the Year 2008, The Korean Spatial Review
Paper Title: "Analysis of Manufacturing Productivities of Integrated Economic Region in Korea Using Spatial
Spillover Effect Model of Production Costs" (Co-authors: S.D. Yun and E. Kim)

Conference Presentations and Posters (* presenter, g graduate student, u undergraduate student)

2026
Abukari, H.*g, K. Kim, and A. Kim, Implications of Financial and Real Estate Developers for Mississippi
Farmland Market, 2026 Southern Agricultural Economics Association Annual Meeting (Louisville, KY, Feb.
1-3)

Logan Mattingly*g, W. Davis, A. Harri, and A. Kim, Designing a Measure of County-Level Nutritious Food
Access, 2026 Southern Agricultural Economics Association Annual Meeting (Louisville, KY, Feb. 1-3)
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2025
Abukari, H.*g, K. Kim, and A. Kim, Analyzing the Relationship Between Financial and Real Estate Investors
and Agricultural Land Prices Using a Hedonic Pricing Model, 2025 National Agricultural Credit Conference
& NC-1177 (Omaha, NE, Oct. 1-2)

Abukari, H.*g, K. Kim, and A. Kim, Analyzing the Relationship Between Institutional Investment and Agri-
cultural Land Prices Using a Hedonic Land Value Model, 2025 Agricultural & Applied Economics Associa-
tion Annual Meeting (Denver, July 27-29)

Barnes, M.*u and A. Kim, Urban-Rural Disparities in Teen Birth Rates: Examining Contributing Factors and
Policy Implications (poster), 65th Annual Meetings of the Southern Regional Science Association (Louisville,
KY, Mar 19-21)

Davis, P.*u, S.D. Yun, A. Kim, and B. Jungers, Impact of Urban Sprawl and Agricultural Expansion on
Local Water Quality in the US (poster), 65th Annual Meetings of the Southern Regional Science Association
(Louisville, KY, Mar 19-21)

Kwon, D.*g, J. Lim, A. Kim, and S.J. Ha, Elderly Migration in the U.S.: Who Moves, Where They Go, and
What Drives Their Decisions?, 64th Western Regional Science Association Annual Meeting (Las Vegas, NV,
Feb. 12-15)

Mwange, C.*g, B. Jungers, and A. Kim, Regional Economic Resilience to Natural Disasters: Analyzing the
Role of Community Preparedness in Accelerating Hurricane Recovery in the US, 2025 Southern Agricultural
Economics Association Annual Meeting (Irving, TX, Feb. 1-4)

Nathan, A.*g, W. Davis, A. Kim, E. Canales, and D. Mills, Associations of SNAP Authorized Dollar Stores
on Area Level Food Security Measures, 2025 Southern Agricultural Economics Association Annual Meeting
(Irving, TX, Feb. 1-4)

2024
Davis, G.W.* and A. Kim, Identifying Factors Associated with Self-Reported Adult Telehealth Utilization:
Evidence from Mississippi, 2024 Southern Economics Association Annual Conference (Washington D.C.,
Nov. 23-25)

Kim, A.*, S. Regmig, D. Mills, Consumers’ Willingness to Pay for US Broadband: Synthesizing Literature
for Extension and Outreach Implications, 71st Annual North American Meetings of the Regional Science
Association International (New Orleans, LA, Nov. 13-16)

Yun, Seong* and A. Kim, Measuring Regional Economic Resilience: Estimating Regional Recovery Elasticity
to Recover from Disasters Using Physics Concepts, 71st Annual North American Meetings of the Regional
Science Association International (New Orleans, LA, Nov. 13-16)

Kwon, D.*g, J. Lim, A. Kim, and S.J. Ha, Elderly Migration in the U.S.: Who Moves, Where They Go, and
What Drives Their Decisions?, 71st Annual North American Meetings of the Regional Science Association
International (New Orleans, LA, Nov. 13-16)

Nathan, A.*g, G.W. Davis, E. Canales, and A. Kim, The Role of Dollar Stores in Mississippi’s Food System,
9th Annual Advancing Mississippi Conference (Jackson, MS, Sept. 27)

Daniels, H.*u, B. Smith, J. Green, R. Scammahorn, A. Kim, S. Turner, A. Harri, C. Banks, M. Erby, and A.
Barnes, Heirs’ Property in Mississippi: Impact and Opportunities for Mitigating Wealth Inequalities, 9th
Annual Advancing Mississippi Conference (Jackson, MS, Sept. 27)

Mwange, C.*g, B. Jungers, and A. Kim, Regional Economic Resilience to Climate Disasters: An Analysis
of U.S. Hurricane Recoveries, 2024 Agricultural & Applied Economics Association Annual Meeting (New
Orleans, LA, July 28-30)

Yun, S.* and A. Kim, Estimating Regional Elasticity to Recover from Disasters, 2024 Agricultural & Applied
Economics Association Annual Meeting (New Orleans, LA, July 28-30)

Kim, A.* and S. Yun, Energy Burden: Examining Rural and Urban Disparities in the U.S., 63rd Southern
Regional Science Association Meeting (Washington D.C., April 4-6)
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Kim, Y.*, A. Kim, J. Lee, and J. Lim, Aging, Mobility of Older Adults, and Cost to Society, 63rd Western
Regional Science Association Annual Meeting (Monterey, CA, Feb. 11-15)

Regmi, S.*g, A. Kim, D. Mills, and J.J. Green, Consumer’s willingness to pay for broadband in the United
States: A Meta-analysis, 2024 Southern Agricultural Economics Association Annual Meeting (Atlanta, GA,
Feb. 3-6)

Kim, A. and S. Yun*, "Energy Burden Disparity: Comparing Rural and Urban Areas in the U.S., 2024 South-
ern Agricultural Economics Association Annual Meeting (Atlanta, GA, Feb. 3-6)

2023
Kim A.* and S. Yun, Energy Burden Disparity: Comparing Rural and Urban Areas in the U.S, 70th Annual
North American Meetings of the Regional Science Association International (San Diego, CA, Nov. 15-18)

Regmi, S.*g, A. Kim, D. Mills, and J.J. Green, Urban-Rural Differences in Willingness to Pay for Broadband
in the United States: A Meta-Analysis, 70th Annual North American Meetings of the Regional Science
Association International (San Diego, CA, Nov. 15-18)

Lim, J.*, A. Kim, Y. Kim, J. Lee, Aging, Mobility of the Older Adults, and Cost to Society, 70th Annual North
American Meetings of the Regional Science Association International (San Diego, CA, Nov. 15-18)

Regmi, S.*g, A. Kim, and D. Mills, Exploring Broadband Adoption in Mississippi, 8th Annual Advancing
Mississippi Conference (Jackson, MS, Sept. 29)

Kim A. and K.N. Kim*, Unraveling Community Attributes Associated with Prevalence of Alternative Finan-
cial Services, 2023 Agricultural & Applied Economics Association Annual Meeting (Washington D.C., July
23-25)

Davis, G.W. and A. Kim*, Understanding the Relationship between Broadband Access, Telehealth Utiliza-
tion, and Population Health: Evidence from Mississippi, 2023 Agricultural & Applied Economics Association
Annual Meeting (Washington D.C., July 23-25)

Regmi, S.*g, A. Kim, D. Mills, and J.J. Green, Meta-analysis of Consumer’s willingness to pay for broadband,
2023 Agricultural & Applied Economics Association (Washington D.C., July 23-25)

Mahesh, T., C. Sun, D. Brebner, A. Kim, and E. McConnell, Heirs’ property disputes in forestlands, parti-
tion actions, and determinants of court verdicts, 2023 International Society of Forest Resource Economics
Symposium (Houston, TX, May 15-17)

Kim, A.*, Spatial Perspective on Heirs’ Property and Wealth Inequality, 62nd Southern Regional Science
Association Meeting (Savannah, GA, Mar 30-April 1)

Kim, A., J. Lim*, and A. Collettag, How Regional Economic Structure Matters in the Era of COVID−19:
Resilience Capacity of U.S. States, 62nd Western Regional Science Association Annual Meeting (Big Island,
HI, Feb. 15-18)

Browne, J*g, A. Kim, and S. Yun, D. Petrolia, and M. Partyka, Regional Economic Impacts of Harmful Algal
Blooms and Enterococcus in Florida and Mississippi, 2023 Southern Agricultural Economics Association
Annual Meeting (Oklahoma City, OK, Feb. 5-7 )

Dawadi, S*g and A. Kim, What makes firms survive longer? A survival analysis using a hazard function for
Mississippi firms, 2023 Southern Agricultural Economics Association Annual Meeting (Oklahoma City, OK,
Feb. 5-7)

Browne, J*g, A. Kim, and S. Yun, D. Petrolia, and M. Partyka, Regional Economic Impacts of Harmful Algal
Blooms and Enterococcus in Florida and Mississippi, 2023 Bays and Bayous Symposium (Mobile, AL, Jan.
24-25)
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2022
Kim, A.*, J.J. Green, C. Johnson Gaither, and G.R. Dobbs, Explaining Heirs’ Property in the U.S. with Spatial
Models: A Spatial Perspective, 69th Annual North American Meetings of the Regional Science Association
International (Montreal, QC, Canada, Nov. 9-12)

Kim, A.* and B.S. Waldorf, The Impact of Rurality, Age, and Occupation on the Gender Wage Gap in the
U.S., 69th Annual North American Meetings of the Regional Science Association International (Montreal,
QC, Canada, Nov. 9-12)

Browne, J*g, A. Kim, and S. Yun, Regional Economic Impacts of Beach Closures by Environmental Threats:
An Empirical Study of Mississippi Coastal Counties, 2022 Agricultural & Applied Economics Association
Annual Meeting (Anaheim, CA, July 31-Aug. 3)

Green, J.J.*, C. Johnson Gaither, G.R. Dobbs, B. Butler, A. Kim, M.L. Carvalhog, A. Harri, R. Smith, and R.
Garner, Using Population Change Research to Inform heirs’ Property Extension in the Southern U.S. (Poster),
2022 National Association of Community Development Extension Professionals Conference (Indianapolis,
IN, Jun. 5-8)

Carvalho, M.L.g*, A. Kim, R.C. Smith, and J.J Green, Determinants of Financial Literacy: Does Urban-Rural
Residency Matter?, 2022 Southern Agricultural Economics Association Annual Meeting (New Orleans, LA,
Feb. 12-15)

Giscombe, S.S.*g, E. Canales, D. William, A. Kim, and D. Buys, Consumption of Fruits and Vegetables in
the Mississippi Delta and the Role of the Food Environment (Poster), 2022 Southern Agricultural Economics
Association Annual Meeting (New Orleans, LA, Feb. 12-15)

Leach, Mu, S. Yun, and A. Kim, Economic Impacts of Mississippi Beach Closures by E. Coli and HAB
(Poster), 2022 Southern Agricultural Economics Association Annual Meeting (New Orleans, LA, Feb. 12-15)

2021
Kim, A.* and B.S. Waldorf, A New Look at the Gender Wage Gap, 68th Annual North American Meetings
of the Regional Science Association International (Denver, CO, Nov. 10-13)

Carvalho, M.L.*g and A. Kim, Measuring Regional Financial Literacy: The Comparison of Methods and
Results, 68th Annual North American Meetings of the Regional Science Association International (Denver,
CO, Nov. 10-13)

Carvalho, M.L.*g, A. Kim, and R. Smith, Economic Well-Being of Mississippi: Patterns and Trends, 6th
Annual Advancing Mississippi Conference (Virtual, Sept. 17)

Carvalho, M.L.*g, A. Kim, R. Smith, A. Harri, and S.C. Turner, Analyzing Financial Literacy in the Southern
United States, 2021 Agricultural & Applied Economics Annual Meeting (Austin, TX, Aug. 1-3)

Kim, A., J. Lim*, and A. Colletta*g, How Regional Economic Structure Matters in the Era of COVID-19:
Resilience Capacity of U.S. states, 60th Western Regional Science Association Annual Meeting (Virtual, Feb.
24)

Carvalho, M.L.*g, A. Kim, R. Smith, A. Harri, and S.C. Turner, Examining the Economic Well-Being of the
Southern United States, 2021 Southern Agricultural Economics Association Annual Meeting (Virtual, Feb.
9)

2020
Yun, S.D.* and A. Kim, Economic Impacts of Natural Disasters: A Myth or Mismeasure?, 2020 Bays and
Bayous Symposium (Virtual, Dec. 1-3)

Yun, S.D.* and A. Kim, Economic Impacts of Natural Disasters: A Myth or Mismeasure?, 90th Southern
Economics Association Annual Meeting, (Virtual, Nov. 21-23)

Lee, J.* and A. Kim, Resiliency and Structural Change of Apparel and Textile Industry Clusters in the United
States, 2020 International Textile and Apparel Association Annual Conference, (Virtual, Nov. 18-20)
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Kim, A.* and B.S. Waldorf, Leaving the Laborforce, Living Longer, and Locational Choice, 67th Annual
North American Meetings of the Regional Science Association International (Virtual, Nov. 9-13)

Kim, A.*, J. Lim and A. Colletta*g, Winners and losers from COVID-19 Outbreak in the US: How Regional
Economic Structure Matters?, 67th Annual North American Meetings of the Regional Science Association
International (Virtual, Nov. 9-13)

Kim, E.* and A. Kim, Does Government Intervention Work in Seoul Housing Market? Application of in-
tegrated CGE Model with Regional Housing Economies, 67th Annual North American Meetings of the
Regional Science Association International (Virtual, Nov. 9-13)

Kim, A.*, Economic Impact of Covid-19 Outbreak: Does Regional Economic Structure Matter in Mississippi?,
5th Annual Advancing Mississippi Conference (Virtual, Sept. 25)

Lee, J.*, A. Kim, M. Ryburn and C. Freeman, Resilience and Spatial Patterns of Mississippi Cotton Product
Manufacturing Industry, 5th Annual Advancing Mississippi Conference (Virtual, Sept. 25)

2019
Kim, A.*, B.S. Waldorf, and S.D. Yun, A Migration Model of Loss-Aversion: The Role of Economic Prospect
and Spatial Referencing, 66th Annual North American Meetings of the Regional Science Association Inter-
national (Pittsburgh, PA, USA, Nov. 13-16)

Yun, S.D.*, and A. Kim, Economic Impacts of Natural Disasters: A Myth or Mismeasure?, 66th Annual North
American Meetings of the Regional Science Association International (Pittsburgh, PA, USA, Nov. 13-16)

Kim, A., Baby Boomers’ Paths into Retirement: Who Moves and Who Stays in Mississippi, 4th Annual
Advancing Mississippi Conference (Jackson, MS, USA, Sept. 6)

Kim, A.* and B.S. Waldorf, Baby Boomers’ Paths into Retirement (Poster), 2019 Agricultural & Applied
Economics Association Annual Meeting (Atlanta, GA, USA, Jul. 21-23)

prior to 2019
Kim, A. and B.S. Waldorf, 65th Annual North American Meetings of the Regional Science Association
International (San Antonio, TX, USA, Nov. 7-10, 2018)

Kim, A. and B. Smith, 3rd Annual Advancing Mississippi Conference (Jackson, MS, USA, Jun. 7, 2018)

Kim, A., R.C. Smith* and D. Buys, 3rd Annual Advancing Mississippi Conference (Jackson, MS, USA, Jun.
7, 2018)

Kim, A. and R.C. Smith*, Family Economics Resource Management Association Conference (Clearwater
Beach, FL, USA, May 15-17, 2018)

Kim, A., M.S. Delgado, and R.J.G.M Florax, 57th Western Regional Science Association Annual Meeting
(Pasadena, CA, USA, Feb. 11-14, 2018)

Kim, E., A. Kim, I. Moon, and H. Jo, 57th Western Regional Science Association Annual Meeting (Pasadena,
CA, USA, Feb. 11-14, 2018)

Kim, A., M.S. Delgado and R.J.G.M Florax, 63rd Annual North American Meetings of the Regional Science
Association International (Minneapolis, MN, USA, Nov. 9-12, 2016)

Kim, A., N.T. Duncan and B.S. Waldorf*, 63rd Annual North American Meetings of the Regional Science
Association International (Minneapolis, MN, USA, Nov. 9-12, 2016)

Kim, A., the 9th Annual Midwest Graduate Student Summit, Applied Economics, Regional and Urban
Studies (AERUS) (Urbana-Champaign, Illinois, USA, April 23-24, 2016)

Kim, A., M.S. Delgado, and R.J.G.M Florax, 62nd Annual North American Meetings of the Regional Science
Association International (Portland, OR, USA, Nov. 11-14, 2015)

Kim, A.,the 8th Annual Midwest Graduate Student Summit, Applied Economics, Regional and Urban Stud-
ies (AERUS) (West Lafayette, Indiana, USA, April 11-12, 2015)
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Kim, A., M.S. Delgado, R.J.G.M Florax, the 61st Annual North American Meetings of the Regional Science
Association International, (Washington DC, USA, Nov. 12-15, 2014)

Kim, A., 7th Annual Midwest Graduate Student Summit, Applied Economics, Regional and Urban Studies
(AERUS), (Urbana-Champaign, Illinois, USA, April 4-5, 2014)

Kim, A. and E. Kim, 47th Western Regional Science Association Annual Meeting (The Big Island, HI, USA,
Feb. 2008)

Kim, A. and E. Kim, Asia Pacific Network for Housing Research Conference (Seoul, Korea, Aug. 2007)

Kim, A. and E. Kim, 46th Western Regional Science Association Annual Meeting (Newport Beach, CA, USA,
Feb. 2007)

Kim, E., H.S. Kim, and A. Kim, Korean Regional Science Association Meeting (Seoul, Korea, 2006)
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